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Check and Double-Check… 

• Look at more than one map reference 

• Public land and road info is not always correct 

• Review aerial views of summit and access 

• Be prepared to hike, even on a presumed drive-up 

(the dreaded gate, downed tree, or overgrown road)
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CalTOPO    https://caltopo.com/
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CalTOPO    Stacking layers
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USGS Protected Area Database    https://maps.usgs.gov/padus/
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USFS Motor Vehicle Use Maps  (MVUM) 
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• Note that some secondary routes are becoming overgrown and may not be 
passable in a car/truck
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Sources for Checking Road and  
Trail Conditions: 

• Contact last-recent activator for the summit 

• Forest Service Ranger Station 

• BLM Regional Office 

• Regional Park or State Forest Office 

• On-line trail condition reports
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MyMaps   https://www.google.com/maps
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Before You Go (Because Ron found out the hard way): 

• Make a check list, try not to forget anything - important 
cables, connectors, power cords, etc  

• Let someone know where you’re going, when you’ll be back 

• If possible have backup plans, alternate summit(s) 

• Prepare your log with summit designation and related info 

• Post Alert to SOTAWatch
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More Before You Go (Because Ron found out the hard way): 

• Check that your phone/GPG have the necessary maps ready 
as needed 

• Have paper maps as backup 

• Fully charge all your batteries and devices (phone/GPS/HT) 

• Take a saw and tow rope to remove down trees across the 
road - could be a trip saver!


